
Richard P. Johnston 

Richard P. Johnston, the son of Frederick Miller Johnston and Margaret Ann McFadden, was born Jul 
1870 in Missouri1 and resided in 1880 in Mill Spring, Wayne County, Missouri.2    In 1892,3  R. P. as he 
was known, married Almedia Holland, daughter of Robert Holland and Elizabeth Norman.  Almedia 
was born 15 Aug 1874. 4  As a side note, Robert Holland later married Richardõs sister, Mary Olive 
Johnston.   

Information on the R.P. and Almedia is sketchy. Census data and newspaper articles of the time 
provide most of the information.  On 10 Jan 1899, Fred and Margaret Ann Johnston deeded their son 
R. P. 40 acres (NW ¼ of the SE ¼ of Sec 31, TS 28 R 3E) in Greenwood Valley.  In 1900 Richard and 
his brother, Eugene, were both working as barbers Poplar Bluff, MO.5  In 1902, R. P. had moved his 
family to Shreveport, Louisiana to continue his barber career.  His youngest child Bernice was born in 

Shreveport.  Soon after the birth of 
Bernice the family moved to Coffeyville, 
Kansas where, in 1907, Richard was 
initiated into the Modern Woodsmen6 and 
became a state deputy of the Highland 
Nobles in 1909.7 Almedia and R. P. had 

three children: Ruth M. Johnston, b. 
Aug 1893 in Poplar Bluff, MO8 Frank 
Richard Johnston, born 12 Dec 1894 in 
Williamsville, MO.9,10,   and Bernice 
Johnston, born 14 Nov 1902.   

From 1910 to 1912 R.P., Almedia, and 
children lived at 510 E. 10th Street in 
Coffeyville, Kansas and R.P. worked as a 
traveling salesman. Sometime between 
1912 and 1917, R. P. left the family and 
òwalked away from home because of 
discard in the home.  No one ever saw 
him again.ó11  This may not be exactly 
true for numerous people told of having 
seen him and there was a brief note in 
the Coffeyville Daily 26 Mar 1912 
stating, òMiss Ruth Johnson will leave 

the last of the week for an extended visit with her father, R.P. Johnson, at Fort Worth, Texas.  No other 
records on R.P. have been found and even in 2015, living descendants did not know what happened to 
him.   

In 1915, when Almediaõs daughter Ruth married, the newspaper article describing the wedding listed 
òMrs. Almeta Johnsonó as the mother but 
there was no reference to R.P.  In 1917 
Almedia and two children lived at 506 E. 10th 
and took in boarders.  She continued to live in 
Coffeyville until her children were married. In 
1922 were living at 817 Lincoln Street.   

In 1927 she moved to St. Augustine, St. Johns 
County, Florida to be near her daughter 
Bernice, and she lived at 11 Montrano Avenue 
in the Davis Shore area until she died on 13 Jul 
1961. Almedia was buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery in St. Augustine. 
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Mary Olive Johnston 

Mary Olive Johnston, the daughter of Frederick Miller Johnston and Margaret Ann McFadden, was 
born 11 Dec 1872 in Mill Spring, Wayne County, Missouri.12  

Mary Olive married James Alexander Grassham, a farmer who died before 1900.13  Following the 
death of Grassham, Ollie and their three children, Bessie Grassham born Jun 1890, Eugene 
Alexander Grassham born 1 Oct 1895, and Charles Victor Grassham born 15 Nov 1897, moved 
back home to her parentsõ farm near Mill Spring, Wayne County, Missouri. 14   To help support her 
family Ollie went to work for Robert Holland, a widower who was much older than Ollie and who had 
children as old as Ollie in some cases.  òThinking people would believe wrong thoughts about them 
being under the same roof, they wed,ó writes Coralee Holland Webb, a grandaughter.   

Ollie married Robert Holland on 7 Sep 1902 in Van Buren, Reynolds, MO,15,16 Holland was born 1 
Mar 1829 in Hall County, Georgia 

.  Like Grassham, Holland was a farmer and lived in Webb, Reynolds County, Missouri and was 
married to Elizabeth Norman. He served in Company A, of the 47th Missouri Infantry during the Civil 
War.  Company A was assigned to Wayne County and Pilot Knob.  Familiar names appear on the 
company òAó roster including Robert Carter, William R. McFadden and George W. Leeper.  Holland 
was mustered out on 28 Mar 1865.   

Robert and Elizabeth raised 
thirteen children before Elizabeth 
died 12 Jul 1901.  Following 
Elizabethõs death, Robert hired 
Ollie to help with the children. 

Ollie and Robert lived in Webb 
South Half, Reynolds County, 
Missouri17 and had three children 
of their own: Norman Miller 
Holland  born 12 Sep 1903. 
Sanford Holland born in 1906, 
and Coralee Holland, born in 
1909.18,19 

On 8 Feb 1915, months before 

Mary Olive Grassham and Robert Holland - marriage license 

Robert Holland, John Holland, Robert Holland Jr., Elizabeth Norman Holland, Joe 
Holland, Lucinda Holland  1895 Alwood Cemetery 
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Robert 
Hollandõs 
death, Robert 
and Ollie sold 
their inherited 
interest in the 
Johnston 
family farm to 
Ollieõs 
brothers, 
William and 
Eugene, giving 
William had a 
two-thirds 
interest and 
Eugene a one-
third interest 
in the 
Greenwood 
Valley farm.  

Robert Holland died 2 Apr 1915 
and is buried in Alwood Cemetery. 
Ollieõs youngest daughter Coralee 
Holland Webb wrote about this 
time in a letter. She said that when 
her father was ill and not expected 
to live, many relatives came and 
òjust stayed waiting, and as though 
Mother didnõt have enough to do, 
she had them all to wait on. After 
my father was dead and buried, 
they took it to court and tried to 
get ôsomethingõ and he had 
nothing but the farm and probably 
not a will. It made it real hard for 
my mother because she had to 
take I donõt know how many trips, 
with me tagging along, for three or 
four days at a time to the county 
seat to court.  Anyway, they 
werenõt able to cut Mother and 
Norman and me out of any of the 
estate.ó20  Ollie, with Robertõs 
small Civil War pension, and the 
proceeds from the sale of the 
Holland farm moved back to live 
with her mother on the Johnston 
Greenwood Valley farm in 1915. 
On 31 May 1916, following her 
motherõs death in Mar 1916, Ollie 
purchased 40 acres of the farm, 
including the family home, from 

Mary Olive Holland and grandchildren Nita, Naomi and Norma Holland 

Mary Olive Johnston 
Holland 
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her brothers.  Her son, Norman, and his family lived with her on the farm and worked the land and 
raised a family just as the previous generation had. 

In 1922 Ollie rented or sold the farm 
to her brother-in-law, William R. 
McFadden and moved to Philadelphia, 
Yeadow Borough, Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania to live with her son, 
Charles Victor Grassham. 21  Every 
summer she returned to Greenwood 
Valley to visit family and friends.  Ollie 
died 6 Apr 1941 in Philadelphia, 
Delaware County, PA22 and is buried 
in the Johnston family cemetery on the 
site of the family farm in Greenwood 
Valley, Wayne County, Missouri.   

Upon her death, her sister Ethel 
Chilton wrote: òLoyalty to duties ð 

and there have been 
many, loyalty to 
principles ð and they 
have ever been the 
highest loyalty to family 
ð and she never 
wavered here, loyalty to 
friends and neighbors ð 
and they could always 
count on her, loyalty to 
church and God, loyalty 
in the truest and fullest 
sense has been the 
watchword of her life, 
unflinching courage ð 
and there have been so 
many occasions that 
demanded just that; 

patience to wait and strive that the purpose planned 
and desired might be achieved; hopefulness in the 
outcome of all worthy needs; cheerfulness ever in 
meeting a crisis whether grave or trivial; a full 
measure of womanly graces and ambitions.  Ollie has 
been a lingering figure of joy and comfort, beloved 
alike as mother, wife, grandmother, daughter, sister, 
friend and neighbor ð a woman nobly planned.  
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